
PLACE-BASED 
LEARNING

Place promotes AGENCY, EQUITY and COMMUNITY

‘CONTEXT MATTERS!’

The ability to act 
on the world

Equity demands that we 
meet evvery child where 
he or she is, emotionally, 
cognitively, economically 

and geographically. 

Every community has 
a unique ethos, 
ecosystem, and 

combination of assets 
and chalenges. 

Places have the ability to create a 
sense of awe and wonder.

Places can also provoke anger 
and concern.

Moments of awe or anger 
coupled with student-led inquiry 

can fuel meaningful deeper 
learning. 

It uses the city or town as the 
classroom. It leverages local 

assets and partners in learning 
and connects local issues to 

global themes. 

To equip students with the skills, 
know-how and values necessary 

to deal with climate change.

Preparing students for climate 
change is inextricably linked to 

developing the social and mental 
skills required to be happy and 

effective.

Understanding behaviour.
Understanding the world. 

Motivational Instructional Environmental Cultural

Tailoring learning for each 
students’ strenghts, needs, and 
interests - including enabling 
students voice and choice in 
what, how, and where they 

learn - to provide flexibility and 
supports to ensure mastery of 
the highest standards possible

(Abel, 2016, para.5)

Shift to more flexible learning - 
spaces that facilitate 

competency-based progression

Can enhance, supplement and 
extend place-based lerning. 

- immersive
- augmented reality

- virtual reality
- google expeditions

Transportation is one of the 
biggest challenges to making the 

community the classroom. 

Personalised 
learning

competency 
education

Mixed reality 
Technology

Accessible 
transportation

KEY FACTORS FOR THE FUTURE
- a key design principle of place-based education that embodies the 

notion of learner agency
- allows for more opportunities to bring elements of learners’ identi-

ty to their learning
- students’ experiences are connected to social contexts and com-

munities, through place and in working with others

We must make the shift from delivering content to a cohort of 
learners, with everyone engaging together and asking the same 
questions and leading to the same final product or outcome, to 

providing opportunities for individual students to engage and apply 
what they learn in authentic scenario’s and places. 

(Martin, K. Learner-centered innovation, 2018)

- A commitment to inquiry within place-based education allows for 
a true exploration of novel and complex problems which leads to far 

more student engagement and curiosity

- it is grounded in observing, asking relevant questions, making pre-
dictions, and collecting relevant data to understand the economic, 
ecological, social-political, and cultural elements of a community

Many global issues are also present in a local context. What makes 
something real and important is the local aspect of the problem. It 
is the local experience that grounds pupils in an understanding of 

why something is important or why they might want to care. Unless 
they can connect to a tangible local version of something, it is hard 

for them to feel motivated enough to care.

The design thinking process includes several steps, all focused on 
creative problem solving that is rooted in empathy for a cause, an 

issue, or a group of people. 

Students  must learn how to create and innovate around novel and 
complex challenges.

The world is interdisciplinary, but learning is traditionally isolated 
in subject areas. Although the overlap of most core content areas 
is readily apparent to many educators, many are not encouraged 

to explore these intersections and teach in an interdisciplinary 
way. Yet, most lessons and projects require content and skills from 

various disciplines.

A UNIQUE CONTEXT FOR LEARNING

6 DESIGN PRINCIPLES

COMMUNITY AS CLASSROOM LEARNER CENTERED

INQUIRY-BASED LOCAL TO GLOBAL

DESIGN THINKING INTERDISCIPLINARY
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Learning can happen anytime, anywhere. 
Students consider each of the three components of the place 

triangle to understand the function of a place at a given 
moment in time. 

Source: Vander Ark, T., Liebtag, E. Mc  Clennen, N. (2020). The power of place: authentic learning through place-based education. ASCD BOOKS, Virginia USA


